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Dear All

Press Release

Sixth public hearing of independent public inquiry into

Contaminated blood and blood products

The next hearing will be on Wednesday 25th July 2007 starting at 2:00pm sharp.
You are cordially invited to attend the sixth day of public hearings. Moving, still cameras and sound recording equipment can be used throughout the hearings. 

The Public Inquiry heard from The Rt Hon Lord Owen at its last hearing, along with other welcomed witnesses. We heard issues surrounding the early call by Lord Owen to attain self-sufficiency of blood and blood products in the UK during the mid 1970s. We also heard from Lord Owen about his concerns of vital documents being destroyed and the length of time it took for his initiative for self-sufficiency to be implemented. 

We further heard from David Amess MP, who advised the Inquiry he would help raise the important issues surrounding this public health tragedy at his forthcoming meeting, with the new Secretary of State, Department of Health The Rt. Hon Alan Johnson MP. 

The Inquiry will now move forward by hearing from several Medical and Scientific expert witnesses, over the next period of hearings. 

The first such witness will be Professor Ian Franklin, of Transfusion Medicine, University of Glasgow and National Medical & Scientific Director, Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service. 

Professor Franklin has been a consultant since 1982, and from 1983 until 1992 he was responsible for the care of patients with haemophilia at a large teaching hospital in England.  This centre had, by recollection, approximately 100 severely affected people attending and several hundred patients with less severe bleeding disorders.  Almost all of the severe patients had non-A non-B hepatitis [hepatitis C] and over 60 acquired HIV.  

His experience during that time will enable him to inform the Inquiry about a number of issues including;

· The culture then prevailing in the doctor patient relationship, issues around the consent to testing and the provision of information about test results - based on his own experience.  

· The resources available in that haemophilia treatment centre [not a Reference Centre] to cope with the emerging problem of HIV/AIDS.  

· The awareness of hepatitis as a problem associated with treatment with Factor VIII concentrates.  

· Some information about the treatment strategy at that time, and the advisory process for patients.  

· The extreme difficulty experienced by people with haemophilia, their families and the medical, nursing and other staff working in haemophilia centres in an atmosphere of an emerging, stigmatising and complex disease.  
MacoPharma will be able to tell the inquiry about their response to continuing concerns about the risk of transmission of vCJD, they have developed a new filter, which has been shown in studies to successfully remove infective prions from blood. This device has received CE mark in Europe and patient studies are taking place in the Republic of Ireland, with the Irish Blood Transfusion Service.
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Notes to the Editors:

The sixth public hearing will be on:

Wednesday 25th July 2007 starting at 2:00pm sharp. 

The venue for the public hearings is 1 The Abbey Garden, Great College Street, London, SW1P 3SE, which is part of the Palace of Westminster. Click here for map
Still and moving cameras, and sound recording equipment may be brought to the Inquiry hearing room and priority will be given to the media.

Members of the media who wish to attend should register their interest with the Secretary to the Inquiry, Mr Vijay Mehan on tel: 020 7291 8018 or 07866 588691; e-mail: media@archercbbp.com
Below is a list of the witnesses, which can also be found of our website of www.archercbbp.com
Witnesses

	No.
	Name


	Time

	1.
	Ian M Franklin Professor 

of Transfusion Medicine, University of Glasgow

and

National Medical & Scientific Director
Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service


	2:00 – 3:00 pm

	2.
	MacoPharma

Iwona Walicka, Project Manager P-Capt®, and Belinda Larby, Product Manager UK.

Removing the risk of vCJD infection through blood transfusion


	3:00- 3:30pm
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